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TWO PRONG ROTARY DRILL BIT WITH
CUTTING INSERT HAVING EDGE
PREPARATION

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The invention pertains generally to an excavating tool such
as, for example, a rotary drill bit useful for drilling through
various earth strata. More specifically, the invention pertains
to atwo prong rotary drill bit with a cutting insert such as, for
example, a roof drill bit useful for drilling bore holes in an
underground mine.

The expansion of an underground mine, such as for
example, a coal mine, requires digging a tunnel. Initially, this
tunnel has an unsupported roof. Because the roof is not sup-
ported, there is an increased chance for a mine cave that, of
course, adds to the hazards of underground coal mining.
Furthermore, an unsupported roof is susceptible to rock and
debris falling from the roof. Falling rock and debris can injure
workers as well as create hazardous clutter on the floor of the
tunnel. In order to support and stabilize the roof in an under-
ground tunnel, bore holes are drilled in the roof; i.e., earth
strata.

The apparatus used to drill these holes typically comprises
a drill with a long shaft, i.e., drill steel, attached to the drill. A
roof drill bit is detachably mounted to the drill steel at the
distal end thereof. In certain roof drill bits, one or more hard
cutting inserts are mounted on a body of the roof drill bit. The
roof drill bit is then pressed against the roof, and the drilling
apparatus operated so as to drill a bore hole in the roof. The
bore holes extend between about two feet and about twenty
feet into the roof depending upon the particular situation. The
roof support members, such as roof panels, are then attached
to roof bolts. In one alternative procedure, these bore holes
are filled with resin and roof bolts are fixed within the bore
holes. In another alternative procedure, the roof bolts use
mechanical expander shells to affix the roof bolts in the bore
holes. The end result of using either procedure is a roof which
is supported, and hence, is of much greater stability than the
unsupported roof. This reduces the hazards associated with
underground mining. The roof bolting process is considered
to be an essential underground mining activity.

Roof bolting accounts for the largest number of lost time
injuries in underground mining. During the roof bolting pro-
cess, the roof is unsupported so that it does not have optimum
stability. Furthermore, the roof bolting process exerts stresses
on the roof so as to further increase the safety hazards during
the roof bolting process. Thus, a decrease in the overall time
necessary to bore holes reduces the time it takes to complete
the roof bolting process. This is desirable since it contributes
to the overall speed, efficiency and safety of the roof bolting
process. Thus, many solutions have been proposed to
decrease the overall time to complete the drilling of the nec-
essary bore holes. For example, roof drilling bits with various
cutting inserts and various cutting geometries have been
developed. Efforts have also been made to increase the overall
useful life of roof drilling bits.

Accordingly, there is a need for improved roof drilling bits
that overcome disadvantages, limitations and shortcomings
ofknown roof drilling bits. For example, it would be desirable
to provide an improved roof drill bit that facilitates the prompt
completion of the roof bolting process. It would also be
desirable to provide an improved roof drill bit that has a
longer useful life. It would also be desirable to provide an
improved roof drill bit that has an increased penetration rate.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with an aspect of the invention, a two-prong
rotary drill bit for engaging an earth strata material includes a
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drill bit body having an axis of rotation, the drill bit body
having a head portion at an axial forward end and a shank
portion at an axial rearward end, the head portion having two
mounting arms offset from the axis of rotation of the drill bit
body. The two-prong rotary drill bit also includes a cutting
insert attached to each mounting arm at the axial forward end
of'the drill bitbody. Each cutting insert includes a leading face
facing in the direction of rotation, a top surface having a relief
surface, a T-land surface extending between the leading face
and the relief surface of the top surface and a cutting edge
formed at the intersection of the T-land surface and the relief
surface of the top surface.

In accordance with an aspect of the invention, a cutting
insert for a two-prong rotary drill bit for engaging an earth
strata material includes a leading face facing in the direction
of rotation, a top surface having a primary relief surface and
a secondary relief surface, a T-land surface extending
between the leading face and the primary relief surface of the
top surface and a cutting edge formed at the intersection of the
T-land surface and the primary relief surface of the top sur-
face.

These and other aspects of the present invention will be
more fully understood following a review of this specification
and drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an isometric view of a two-prong rotary drilling
bit, in accordance with an aspect of the invention.

FIG. 2 is an isometric view of one cutting insert shown in
FIG. 1, in accordance with an aspect of the invention.

FIG. 3 is a top plan view of the cutting insert shown in
FIGS. 1 and 2, in accordance with an aspect of the invention.

FIG. 3A is a sectional view taken along line 3A-3A of FIG.
3, in accordance with another aspect of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following description is for purposes of illustrating
various aspects of the invention only and not for purposes of
limiting the scope of the invention.

Referring to the drawings, FIGS. 1-3A illustrate a two-
prong rotary drill bit in the form of a roof drill bit generally
designated as 410. Roof drill bit 410 has a drill bit body 412
typically made of, for example, steel. Drill bit body 412 has a
central axis of rotation Z-Z and rotates in a direction as
indicated by arrow 411. Drill bit body 412 has a head portion
413 at an axial forward end 414 and a shank portion 415 at an
axial rearward end 416. The head portion 413 includes two
spaced apart mounting arms 417 that are offset from the axis
of rotation Z-Z. In one aspect, the roof drill bit 410 may be a
wet or dry type roof drill bit. In another aspect, two pronged
roofbits may be used for wet drilling for roofand rib bolts and
in conventional mining for drill and blast holes.

The roof drill bit 410 also includes a cutting insert (or
rotary drill bit insert) 422 attached to each mounting arm 417.
Each insert 422 rotates about the central axis of rotation Z-Z
of the roof drill bit 410. The insert 422 is typically affixed to
the mounting arm 417 by, for example, attaching mechani-
cally or otherwise, via brazing, gluing, or press fitting using
conventional compositions and techniques known to those
skilled in the art. Each insert 422 is identical and, therefore,
for simplicity the description of one insert 422 herein will
generally refer to both inserts.

The cutting insert 422 is made from, for example, a
cemented tungsten carbide that is a mixture of cobalt and
tungsten carbide. Other super hard, wear resistant materials
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such as polycrystalline diamond, ceramics, or cermet may be
used as a supplement and/or substitute. For example chro-
mium carbide-coated metals and other cermets where tita-
nium carbide or vanadium carbide is added to tungsten car-
bide may be candidates for inserts materials in accordance to
aspects of the invention. Alternate ceramics for such applica-
tions include aluminum-based, silicon based, zirconium-
based and glass varieties. Still other insert materials alterna-
tives include cubic refractory, transition metal carbides or any
other known or subsequently developed material(s) harder
than the base material. Also coatings of the inserts such as
PVD or CVD coatings can be used.

Cutting insert 422 has a cutting insert body, generally des-
ignated as 424, that has a top surface generally designated as
426, a bottom surface generally designated as 428, and oppo-
site end surfaces generally designated as 434 and 436. The
cutting insert 422 further includes a leading face 440 and an
opposite rearward or trailing face 442. The leading face 440
faces generally in the direction of rotation of the roof drill bit
410. In one aspect, the top surface 426 includes a primary
relief surface 444. In another aspect, the top surface 426 also
includes a secondary relief surface 446 wherein the primary
relief surface 444 and the secondary relief surface 446 are
contiguous and non-coplanar. In another aspect, the second-
ary relief surface 446 extends from the primary relief surface
444 toward the rearward or trailing face 442 of the cutting
insert 422. In another aspect, the secondary relief surface 446
extends from the primary relief surface 444 to the rearward or
trailing face 442.

In accordance with another aspect of the invention, the
cutting insert 422 includes edge preparation such as a T-land
surface, generally designated as 448, extending generally
between the leading face 440 and the primary relief surface
444 of the top surface 426. In one aspect, the T-land surface
448 is a planar surface. In another aspect, the T-land surface
448 is contiguous and non-coplanar with the leading face 440.
In another aspect, the T-land surface 448 is contiguous and
non-coplanar with the primary relief surface 444. It will be
appreciated that the T-land surface 448 may include other
than a planar surface, such as, for example it may include a
rounded or curved, i.e. non-planar, T-land surface.

The cutting insert 422 further includes a cutting edge 450
formed at the intersection of the T-land surface 448 and the
primary relief surface 444 of the top surface 426. In one
aspect, the cutting edge 450 may be rounded.

This configuration of having the cutting edge 450 formed at
the intersection of the T-land surface 448 and the primary
relief surface 444 provides for the cutting edge 450 to have a
negative axial rake angle R3 (see, for example, FIG. 3A). In
one aspect, the negative axial rake angle R3 is in the range of
about 10 degrees to about 40 degrees. In one specific example,
the rake angle R3 shown in FIG. 12A is about negative 25
degrees. It will be appreciated that the cutting edge 450 may
include a rounded or curved cutting edge.

The T-land surface 448 is positioned relative to the primary
relief surface 444 at an angle X3 (see, for example, FIG. 3A).
The angle X3 may be referred to as a relief angle relative to or
in relation to cutting edge 450. In one aspect, the T-land
surface 448 is positioned relative to the primary relief surface
444 at an angle X3 that is greater than 90 degrees. In one
specific example, the angle X3 shown in FIG. 12A is about
115 degrees.

In another aspect, the cutting edge 450 may include a first
cutting edge segment 450A and a second cutting edge seg-
ment 450B that meet at a cutting apex 451. In another aspect,
the T-land surface 448 may include a first T-land segment
448A and a second T-land segment 448B that meet at a T-land
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apex 449. In another aspect, the primary relief surface 444
may include a first primary relief segment 444 A and a second
primary relief segment 444B that meet at a primary relief
apex 445. In another aspect, the secondary relief surface 446
may include a first secondary relief segment 446A and a
second secondary relief segment 446B that meet at a second-
ary relief apex 447.

It will be appreciated that the described configuration of
the T-land 448, cutting edge 450, negative axial rake angle
and/or the relief angle individually and/or in combination
advantageously avoid a sharp transition for the cutting edge
450 so as to reduce or minimize the possibility of the cutting
edge 450 breaking or chipping during operation of the roof
drill bit 410.

The Cutting insert 422 is made, for example, with a powder
metallurgy process using a press comprising of a die and top
and bottom ram/punch to press the complete shape. Parts can
be pressed to finished shape or modified with a wet/dry blast,
or diamond ground other material shaping processes such as
but not limited to EDM (electrical discharge machining),
EDG (electrical discharge grinding), green machining, laser
ablation into final shapes. Advantageously, the invention pro-
vides for moving the critical cutting edge of the insert from
the intersection of the die case and ram during manufacturing.
In accordance with an aspect of the invention, the critical
cutting edge is now formed entirely in the ram/punch. This
eliminates the flash from forming on the cutting edge. Flash is
undesirable because, for example, it is a stress concentrator. It
will be appreciated that these and other aspects of the inven-
tion as set forth herein contribute to the desired edge, i.e.
cutting edge, preparation for the cutting insert.

Whereas particular aspects of this invention have been
described above for purposes of illustration, it will be evident
to those skilled in the art that numerous variations of the
details of the present invention may be made without depart-
ing from the invention as defined in the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A two-prong rotary drill bit for engaging an earth strata
material, the two-prong rotary drill bit comprising:

a drill bit body having an axis of rotation, the drill bit body
having a head portion at an axial forward end and a shank
portion at an axial rearward end, the head portion having
two mounting arms offset from the axis of rotation ofthe
drill bit body; and

a cutting insert attached to each mounting arm at the axial
forward end of the drill bit body, each cutting insert
comprising:

a leading face facing in the direction of rotation;

a top surface having a relief surface;

aT-land surface extending between the leading face and
the relief surface of the top surface; and

a cutting edge formed at the intersection of the T-land
surface and the relief surface of the top surface.

2. The two prong rotary drill bit of claim 1, wherein the
cutting edge has a negative axial rake angle.

3. The two prong rotary drill bit of claim 2, wherein the
negative axial rake angle is in the range of about 10 degrees to
about 40 degrees.

4. The two prong rotary drill bit of claim 1, wherein the
cutting edge includes a first cutting edge segment and a sec-
ond cutting edge segment that meet at a cutting apex.

5. The two prong rotary drill bit of claim 4, wherein the
T-land surface includes a first T-land segment and a second
T-land segment that meet at a T-land apex.
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6. The two prong rotary drill bit of claim 5, wherein the
relief surface of the top surface includes a primary relief
surface that intersects with the T-land surface to form the
cutting edge.

7. The two prong rotary drill bit of claim 6, wherein the
primary relief surface includes a first primary relief segment
and a second primary relief segment that meet at a primary
relief apex.

8. The two prong rotary drill bit of claim 7, wherein the
relief surface of the top surface further includes a secondary
relief surface that extends from the primary relief surface
toward a rearward face of the cutting insert.

9. The two prong rotary drill bit of claim 8, wherein the
secondary relief surface includes a first secondary relief seg-
ment and a second secondary relief segment that meet at a
secondary relief apex.

10. The two prong rotary drill bit of claim 8, wherein the
primary relief surface and the secondary relief surface are
contiguous and non-coplanar.

11. A cutting insert for use in connection with a two prong
rotary drill bit for engaging an earth strata material, the cut-
ting insert comprising:

a leading face facing in the direction of rotation;

atop surface having a primary relief surface and a second-

ary relief surface;

a'T-land surface extending between the leading face and the

primary relief surface of the top surface; and

a cutting edge formed at the intersection of the T-land

surface and the primary relief surface of the top surface.

12. The cutting insert of claim 11, wherein the cutting edge
has a negative axial rake angle.
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13. The cutting insert of claim 12, wherein the negative
axial rake angle is in the range of about 10 degrees to about 40
degrees.

14. The cutting insert of claim 12, wherein the T-land
surface is positioned relative to the primary relief surface atan
angle that is greater than 90 degrees.

15. The cutting insert of claim 14, wherein secondary relief
surface extends from the primary relief surface toward a
rearward face of the cutting insert and the primary relief
surface and the secondary relief surface are contiguous and
non-coplanar.

16. The cutting insert of claim 15, wherein the T-land
surface and the primary relief surface are contiguous and
non-coplanar.

17. The cutting insert of claim 11, wherein the cutting edge
includes a first cutting edge segment and a second cutting
edge segment that meet at a cutting apex.

18. The cutting insert of claim 17, wherein the T-land
surface includes a first T-land segment and a second T-land
segment that meet at a T-land apex.

19. The cutting insert of claim 18, wherein the primary
relief surface includes a first primary relief segment and a
second primary relief segment that meet at a primary relief
apex.

20. The cutting insert of claim 19, wherein the secondary
relief surface includes a first secondary relief segment and a
second secondary relief segment that meet at a secondary
relief apex.



